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December 2021
December Events
Friday December 3rd
Christmas Cookie Day

It is with mixed emotions that we announce
Sue Kolbinger’s retirement in December.
We wish her the best on her next adventure.
An Open House Retirement party is planned
for December 28 from 10:00—1:00 pm at
the Buffalo Community Center. Please stop
by for refreshments and to wish Sue the best
on her retirement. We will miss her.

Saturday, December 4th
Farmers Market
9:00—1:00
Tuesday December 7th
10:00 Craft Day
Sign up early space limited
Wednesday, December 8th
Brownie Day
Monday December 13th
55 Alive Class
Call 888-234-1294 to register
Tuesday, December 14th
Christmas Card Day
sign up early space limited

Friday December 17
Cup Cake Day

The Community Center
is a drop off site for Toys for Tots.
We will be accepting new,
unwrapped toys until
December 20

The Buffalo
Community Center will
be closed on Friday,
December 24th for
Christmas.
Merry Christmas!

Saturday, December 18th
9:00—12:00 Farmers Market
Tuesday, December 21st
Candy Cane Day
Tuesday, December 21st
B & B Music Show
Christmas Carols & Old Time Music
Call to register
Thursday December 23rd
Christmas Party
Call to sign up
Friday, December 24th
CLOSED for Christmas
Tuesday December 28th
Sue Kolbinger Retirement Party
10:00—1:00 pm Open House
Thursday, December 30th
Happy Birthday Cake Day
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Community Center Dining
December Menu

*All meals served at 12:00 noon; you must register at least one day in advance by calling
763.682.6036. Meal cost is $5.00; if a meal is
ordered and you do not attend (or pick it up) you
are still responsible for the cost of that meal.
Fare for All is a great way to save money on quality,
nutritious food every month. By purchasing fresh
fruits, vegetables, and frozen meats in bulk, Fare for
All can save consumers up to 40% off grocery store
prices. This month Fare for All will offer the following for pre-sale only (cash only at time of order) and
pickup at the Buffalo Community Center:

December 1

Beef and Broccoli
White Rice
Cream Cheese Wonton
Black Forest Pudding

December 6

Roasted Pork
Twice Baked Potato
Mixed Vegetable
Cake

December 13

Beef Stroganoff
Egg Noodles
Peas and Pearl Onions
Carrot Cake

December 20

Apricot Glazed Pork Loin
Baked Potato/Sour Cream
Broccoli
Cookie

Hot Buy for December– Holiday Pack—$30.00

Jamestown Carving Ham (Bone in) 6-7 lbs,
Boneless Rotisserie Chicken 2.5 lbs, Hormel Pork
Tenderloin 1+ lbs, Garlic Smoked Sausage 13 oz,
Sweet Corn 1 lb, Apple Pie 27oz

Limit 1 per household

Produce Pack - $10.00
15 lbs of fresh fruit and vegetables.
(varies from month to month)
Mini Meat Pack - $11.00
4 frozen meat items such as chicken, beef, fish,
turkey (no pork).
Combo Pack - $20.00
Combines the Produce Pack and Mini Meat
Pack.
Mega Meat Pack - $25.00
8-9 frozen meat items, including pork.
Please contact the Buffalo Community Center at
763-682-6036 for information on ordering. Next
pickup date at the Community Center (for pre
-ordered items only) is December 8th between
8:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Pre-orders are due
Tuesday, November 30th by 2:00 p.m. Regular Fare for All pickup at Zion Lutheran
Church is from 4:00-6:00 p.m. on December
7th; no pre-order necessary.
For information on what is available in the
monthly packs please visit www.fareforall.org

December 27

Kielbasa
Macaroni and Cheese
Cauliflower
Brownie
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Happy Birthday!!
Richard Torkelson
Irene Torkelson
Marvel Korbel
Connie Hein
Renee Swartzer
Bernie Lachermeier
Dottie Woodhull
Barb Sohns
Jerry Niesen
Beth Gillis

55+ Driver Discount Program
Save 10% for 3 years on your existing
auto insurance! It’s not just about the
money; this course provides valuable
information that could also be
lifesaving:

Defensive driving tips

Changes in laws

Vehicle technology

The latest traffic safety information and resources
2021 Class Schedule
December 13 from 12-4 pm
*All courses are 4 hour refresher
courses unless noted otherwise.
Call 888-234-1294 to register.

Page 4

Buffalo Community Center News

Monday’s &
Wednesday’s
1:00 p.m.
The Senior Fitness class is a mixture of
stretching, balance and strength building exercises. We work on functional mobility, emphasizing the muscles and joints that are
used the most in day to day life. All exercises
can be modified to make them more or less
difficult, depending upon each person’s
needs. Please join us!

Foot Care/Flu Shot Clinic
Tuesday, January 4, 2022
Appointments begin at 9:30, with a
$15 fee for foot care. If you are unable to pay the $15 you will not be
turned away. Please call Wright
County Public Health at
763-682-7456 to schedule your foot
care/flu shot appointment.
For Flu Shot only please call Shelly
at Wright County Public Health:
763.238.7465

The Goldenaires Singers are
looking for members! They meet
Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. at the
community center...they are a fun
and casual group and they would
love to have you join them!
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Writer’s Cramp
by Joann Kocak

Writer's Cramp
By Joann Kocak
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THE CHRISTMAS BOX
By Joann Kocak

“Don’t come down in the basement. I am wrapping your Christmas present.” Words from my
husband, which I should have suspected there
was something afoot, as he usually didn’t wrap
anything.

Another year has come to an end, and the
COVID is still with us, which I cannot believe, but there it is.
I hope all is well with you and your family,
and you have managed to escape the virus.

The wrapping seemed to take a long time, and
when he came upstairs, he had this large box
which must have taken more than one roll of
wrapping paper. I could tell it was heavy by just
the way he was carrying it. He place it by the
tree and looked as pleased as punch by his wrapping endeavor.

There will be some changes to this column
beginning next January. There will be more
pieces written by the members of the group,
and that will give you more of an insight into what we are all about.

I couldn’t imagine what was in the box, and in
the ensuing days each time I passed by the box, I
would stop and wonder. I couldn’t shake it because it was too heavy. What in the world could
it be?

On behalf of the Buffalo Senior Writers, I
wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year! And we thank you for all your
kind remarks about our writings that appear
in the newsletter. Looking forward to 2022,
and hope it will be a much better year.
______________________________

Here is a recipe for fruit salad that is a favorite of mine, as it is quick and easy to
make, and it is yummy.
5 Cup Fruit Salad

1 C. mandarin oranges, drained
1 C. coconut
1 C. pineapple tidbits, drained
1 C. miniature marshmallows
1 C. cultured sour cream (more if desired)
Mix all together. Chill for at least an hour
before serving.
ENJOY!!

Finally, Christmas arrived, and it was time to
open gifts. As I tore the paper off the gift, it revealed a large box with the words “porcelain
toilet” emblazoned on the side. Steve had a
goofy looking smile on his face, and said, “Well,
don’t you want to open it up?” I’m thinking that
he just used this box and there was something
really nice inside. But when I opened it up, there
was indeed a toilet inside. He said, “Well, how
do you like it?” “Nice,” I said. He said, “Well,
open the lid.” When I did so, there was another
small wrapped gift inside. I opened it up and
there was the most beautiful diamond and ruby
cocktail ring inside. Being married to Steve for
so long, I should have suspected he would do
some crazy thing like this. He said, “I knew you
would never guess what was in the box.” And he
was right.
By the way, we did need a new toilet, so the gift
was a practical one.
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Volunteer Opportunity
Buffalo Toy Shop
Are you looking for somewhere to Volunteer?
Perhaps you would like to make
Wooden Toys
We are looking for volunteers at the
Buffalo Toy Shop on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Please contact us at the Buffalo
Community Center at 763.682.6036

Buffalo Community Center News

Free Library/Pantry
We are looking for non
perishable food donations
that are freezer safe as it be
outside. Looking mostly
for boxed goods for the
winter months. This is
located outside the Buffalo
Community Center. We would like to
provide food for the needy. Please drop off
food items either in the little library or bring
it into the center and we will keep it stocked.
Thanks for your help.

What did Adam say on the day before
Christmas? It’s Christmas, Eve!
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is the
nation's largest volunteer run tax
preparation service
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide has kicked off volunteer
recruitment for its Tax-Aide program, the nation’s largest
Volunteer run tax preparation service. The Foundation is
looking to expand its team of volunteers for the upcoming
tax season and is accepting new volunteers.
Tax-Aide offers free in-person tax preparation and
assistance to low and moderate income individuals
nationwide. Volunteers make a
difference in their communities by helping
taxpayers, and their families, who might
otherwise miss out on the tax credits and
deductions they’ve earned.
There are a variety of volunteer roles, including tax
preparers, client facilitators, those who can provide
technical and management assistance, and interpreters.
Every level of experience is welcome. Volunteer tax
preparers complete tax preparation training and IRS
certification.
To learn about our volunteer opportunities,
visit aarpfoundation.org/taxaide or call
1-888-OUR-AARP
(1-888-687-2277).
AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide is offered in coordination with the IRS.

Why did the elf push his bed into the
fireplace? He wanted to sleep like a log!
Why does Santa Claus go down the
chimney on Christmas Eve? Because it
soots him!
What do you call an elf that can’t sing?
A wrapper!
I love when candy canes are in mint condition!

B & B Music
Christmas Carols and
Old Time Music
December 21st 10:00 – 11:00 am
Come in and listen to
Rick Brix and Joel Bartos
perform
Christmas Carols and some old
time music.
Call to reserve your spot.
763.682.6036

December 2021

Page 8

The Weavers

Would you like to make a
difference in our community?
Join our group of dedicated
individuals on the first and third
Thursday of every month to
make bedrolls for the homeless.
Help is needed with sorting,
flattening, cutting, and rolling
plastic bags; our most urgent
need is for people to crochet the
bedrolls. If you are able to help
please stop in or call the Buffalo
Community Center at
763-682-6036; training will be
provided upon request.

We need plastic bags!

If you have bags you would like to
donate please bring them to the
community center...thank you!

Buffalo Farmer’s
Market
Winter Hours
The Buffalo Farmer’s Market will be held
at the Buffalo Community Center on the
following dates:
Saturday, December 4
Saturday, December 18
Hours are 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
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A Christmas Story….
It was coming up to Christmas and
Sammy asked his mom if he could have a
new bike; She told him that the best idea
would be to write to Santa Claus. But
Sammy, having just played a vital role in
the school nativity play, said he would
prefer to write to the baby Jesus so he
went to his room and wrote: ' Dear Jesus,
I have been a very good boy and would
like to have a bike for Christmas.' He
wasn't very happy when he read it over so
he decided to try again. This time he
wrote: 'Dear Jesus, I'm a good boy most
of the time and would like a bike for
Christmas.' He read it back and wasn't
happy with that one either; he tried a
third version: 'Dear Jesus, I could be a
good boy if I tried hard and especially if I
had a new bike.' He read that one too, but
he still wasn't satisfied. So, he decided to
go out for a walk while he thought about
a better approach. After a short time he
passed a house with a small statue of the
Virgin Mary in the front garden. He crept
in, stuffed the statue under his coat,
hurried home and hid it under the bed.
Then he wrote this letter: 'Dear Jesus, if
you want to see your mother again, you'd
better send me a new bike!'

December 2021

Page 9

Buffalo Community Center News

KITCHEN KORNER
By Joann Kocak

Daily Activities
Since Christmas season is here, it is time to
share a couple of cookie recipes for your
holiday baking. These have been favorites
of my family for many years.
I hope you enjoy them as well.
CHRISTMAS WREATH COOKIES
Melt in a double boiler:
1/2 C. butter
2 T. white corn syrup
30 large marshmallows
When melted, stir in a few drops of green food
coloring. In a large bowl, measure out 4 C. corn
flakes. Add the marshmallow mixture to the
flakes. Mix well. Drop by large spoonful onto
waxed paper. Butter your fingers and shape the
mixture into wreaths. Decorate with red hots.
SNOWBALLS
1 C. butter
1/3 C. powdered sugar
2 C. flour
1/3 tsp. baking powder
1 C. chopped nuts
Mix in order given. Roll in balls. Place on
lightly greased cookie sheet. Bake 20 minutes
in 300 degree oven. Remove from oven and
while still warm, roll in powdered sugar.

Monday
By Appt.
9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Legal Aid (first Monday of
the month)
Mahjong
Exercise

Tuesday
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Toy Workshop
60+ and Healthy Clinic
Card Playing 500

Wednesday
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Writers’ Group
Adult Coloring Group
Exercise
Goldenaires Singers

Thursday
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Toy Workshop
The Weavers
Adult Coloring Group
ZINGO!
Line Dancing
(2nd Thursday of the
month)

Free popcorn all day Thursday!
Friday
9:30 a.m.

Hand & Foot

Open pool tables M-F from
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Computer help available
by appointment;
please see Teri or Sue
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

HOME Program is back!
Are you one of the 90% of seniors who want to
stay in your own home but are having a hard
time handling some household chores or
maintenance? We are excited to announce that
help is again available for residents age 60 and
over in Buffalo. To find out more about the
Home Program contact Joe Kaul, Program
Coordinator at 763-416-7969. Senior Community Services knows that most people prefer
to age in place at home. Our goal is to support
independence as long as possible with service
like the HOME program. To find out more visit
seniorcommunity.org.

Help Needed
We are looking for House Keepers
and Snow Shovels. This is a Paid
position. Please contact Joe Kaul
Program Coordinator 763.416.7969
for more information.

Buffalo Community Center
Contact Us…
www.ci.buffalo.mn.us/communitycenter
Facebook: Buffalo Community Center
Phone:(763) 682-6036
Fax: (763) 682-6376

Hours…

Community Center Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The building is available for rentals some evenings. In the event that the Buffalo School District
closes due to weather, after hours usage of the
Center is cancelled. Call for more information.
Community Center Director
Suzanne Kolbinger
(763) 682-6036
Email: suzanne.kolbinger@ci.buffalo.mn.us
Community Center Assistant Director
Teri Welter
Email: teri.welter@ci.buffalo.mn.us
The Community Center Advisory Board meets the
first Thursday of every odd month at 3:30 p.m. at
the Community Center. Meetings are open to the
public.

