LAND USE RESTRICTIONS:

Setbacks from property lines vary depending upon
the community and zoning district your home is
located in. Some communities haveé other zoning
provisions that may apply to a porch. These may
include, lot coverage or screenm%.‘Contact the
Building or Planning Depariment in your commu-
nity for the requirements in your location. This is an
important first step in the planning for any porch
project.

BUILDING CODE REQUIREMENTS:

A. Footings must extend below frost depth.

B. Wood [oists 18 inches or closer to grade or wood
beams 12 inches or closer to grade and their
supports must be of an approved treated wood.
(.40 treated) or wood with natural resistance to
decay. (heartwood of cedar or redwood)

C. Columns and posts supporting porches and
stairways exposed to the weather or to water
splash “must be supported and connected to
concrete piers or metal pedestals projecting above
grade. Columns and posts in contact with the
ground or embedded in concrete or masonry must

e of special pressure treated wood approved for
ground contact. { .40 treated ).

D. All porches, balconies or decks, open sides of
fandings and stairs which are more than 30 inches
above grade or a floor below must be protected by
a guardrait not less than 36 inches in height. Open
guardrails and stair railing require intermediate rails
or an ornamental pattern such that a ball 4 inches
in diameter cannot pass through.

k. If a stairway is to be provided, it must be not
less than 36 inches in width, (Stairways may be
constructed having an 8 I_I"ICf‘l maximum rise
(height) and a 9 inch minimum run (length). The
largest tread rise and tread run may not exceed
the smaliest corresponding tread rise or run by
more than 3/8inch.Exterior stairways must be

constructed of 2x material.

F. Handrails are required on all stairways having 4
or more risers. Handrails may not be less than 171/
4" nor more than 2" in cross 3ectional area (Diam-
eter). Handrails must be installed not less than 34
inches nor more than 38 inches above the nosing
{tront edge) of treads and they must be returned to
a wall or post.

G. If an exterior stairway is to be provided, the
construction members which form the structural
support shall be of approved wood of natural
resistance to decay such as cedar, redwood or

treated wood (.40 treated) when such members are

exposed to the weather.

H. Wall Framing: Studs must be placed with their
wide dimension perpendicular to the wall, and not
less than three studs must be installed at each
corner of an exterior wall, Minimum stud size is 2 x
4 and spaced not more than 24 inches on center.

|. Top Plate: Bearing and exterior wall studs need to
be capped with double top plates installed to
provide overlapping at corners and at intersections
with other pr}artltions. End joints in double top plates
must be offset at least 48 inches.

J. Sheathing, Roofing and Siding; Approved wall

sheathing, siding, roof sheathing and roof cover-
Ings must be instalted according to the manufactur-
ers specifications.

K. Ice and Water Barrier. Two layers of 15 # roofin
felt solidly mopped together or one of the approve
ice and water shield underlayment materials must
be installed on all roofs over'heated porches. For
roofs less than 4:12 pitch it is required from the
save to 24" ( 12" for roofs over 4:12 pitch) inside
the inside wall line.

" L. Roof Framing: Size and spacing of conventional

lumber used for roof framing depends upon the roof
?itch, span, the type of material being used, and

he loading characteristics bem? imposed. Porches
must be designed for the snow Joad required
locally. Contact your local Inspection Department
for details, _

Rafters need to be framed directly opposite each
other at the ridge. A ridge board at least 1 inch
(nominal) thickness and not less in depth than the
cut end of the raiter is required for hand framed
roofs. At all valieys and hips, there also needs to be
a single valley or hip rafter not less than 2 inches
{nominal) thickness and not less in depth than the
cut of the rafter, . . o

Rafters must be nailed to the adjacent ceiling joist
to form a continuous tie between exterior walls
when the joists are parallel to the rafters, Where
not paraliel, rafters must be tied to a minimum 1
inch by 4 inch (nominal) cross tie spaced a mini-
mum four foot on center.

If manufactured trusses are to be used, Submit 1
copy of truss plans signed by a registered engi-
nest. ‘

M. Quiside Meters, wells and septic systems
When focating a porch care must be given to the
location of existing gas and electric meters, wells
and septic systems. These may need to be relo-
cated to allow for construction of the porch. Septic
systems and wells may be difficult to refocate,
requiring an alternate focation for the porch. Prior to

lacement of any porch that will inlerfara with
Fhese devices cgn?act your local Building Inspector

N, mwmﬂhmeéﬁm Some cammuni-
ties use a romote outside water meter reading
devise that may need to be relocated to aliow for
consttuction. of & porch. These devices must be
relocated properly and may require special tools,
Prior to placemerit of any porch that will interfere
with the opearation: or agéessibllity of the readsr
contact your local Bullding Inspactor or Waler
Deparment to obtain information and procedures
on relocating these devicas.

TE: The above outlines only general code
reguirements with regard to porch construction, For
spacific code requirements, please contact your
{ioccal Bullding Department.

REQUIRED INSPECTY :

A, Efm_tmggl After the holes are dug and any
reinforcement is in place, but PRIOR 7O THE
POURING OF THE CONCRETEIH

B. Framing: Jo be made after the roof, all framing,
fire Blocking and: bracing are in place and all piges,
chimneys and vants are compilste and the roug
slectrcal, plumbing and heating wires, pipes and
ducts (if any) are approved.

C. Insulation: To be made aiter all insulation:
material including the vapor barrier are in place but
before covering. (Requirad on four season
porches)

0. Final: To be made upon completion of the
building and finish grading.

E. thgﬂr% In addition to the called
inspections above, the building official may make
or rec*usre other inspections. of any construttion
work to ascertain compliance with the provisions of
this code and other laws which are enforced by the

code anforcemsant agency,
24 - 48 HOUR NOTICE 1S REQUIRED FOR
INSPECTION - CALL 763-479-1720

Bo ecre yoirr contravtor W licensed
s the law ki Minneiota
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PERMITS FOR THREE/FQUR-SEASON PORCHES

Permit Requirements

Building permits are required for construction of all
new three or four-season porches and for conver-
sion of a three season porch to four season. The
Building code in Minnesota requires porches that
are to be heated (four season porches) to comgiy
with the state energy code in addition 1o the other
provisions of the code for construction of unheated
structures. Porches must also meet the land use
and setback requirements of the Community's
Zoning Code..Zoning guestlons should be directed
to local Planning and Zoning Department.

Permit Fees

The building permit fee is based on the project’s
construction cost and is designed to cover the cost
of a plan review and the field _inspections that will
be done during construction. The plan review is
done by the building inspector in order to spot
potential problems or pitfalis that may arise. The
inspector will make notes on the pian for your use.
Construction inspections will be done during the
project to insure code compliance and the materials
you use are installed safely, The plan review and
inspections are not designed to be a guarantee of
the work but are done to provide a reasonable
degree of review and observation so the project will
be successful, safe and long lasting. Actual permit
costs can be obtained by calling your local Inspec-
tion Department with your estimated construction
cost.

Information Necessary When Applying For A
Building Permit:

Information necessary for the Inspections Depart-
ment to do a proper job of plan review and o heip
the project go smoothly are as follows;

1. Application for permit

2. Site plan or survey

3. Floor plan

4. Section

5. Elevation ) o
6. Energy calculation worksheet {required if

porch is to be heated)
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Remember the purpose of the plan review is for the
inspector to use his or her experience to inform you
of potential problems or make suggestions, so the
more information shown on the plans the more
jikely your project will be successful.

Minimum Plan_Details Necessary For A Proper
Plan Review:

The following text and sample drawings show the
minimum delail expected so the permit process can
proceed smocthly. Plans do not need 1o be protes-
sionally drawn but should include alt of the informa-
tion requested. The application for permit can be
filled out at the time you drop off your plans.
Permits can be handled by mail by calling the
Inspection Department.

Submit 2 copies of a certificate of survey or site
plan.

The site plan or survey must be drawn 1o scale
indicating the lot dimensions, the location and size
of the existingstructure (s), and the location and a
size of the proposed structure. Indicate the set-
backs from property lines of the existing and
proposed structure {(s). Include any septic system
areas or well locations if applicable. See Sample.
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Submit 2 copies of the floor plan showing

‘proposed design and materials. | -

All drawings need to be drawn to scale and the
scale should be shown on the drawing. Floor plans
should include the following:

1. Proposed size of porch

2. Location and size of window and door

openings

v 3. Size of headers over all doors and window
openings .

v 4. Size, spacing and direction of rafter ( roof )

materials )

5. Size and spacing of floor joists.

6. Size, location and spacing of posts.

7 Type ( grade & specie ) of lumber to be used

Sample Flcor Plan
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Submit 2 copies of section_showing the pro-
posed desian

All sections should include the following:

. Height of structure from grade

. Size and depth of footings

. Bea%m size supporting floor and roof
oists.

. Floor joist size and spacing.

. Flooring material.

. Ceiling height.

. Type ?s) of sheathing and siding.
eader size over windows, doors and

screened openings.

. Size and spacing of rafters.

10. Type (s) of roofing underlayment and

roof covering.
v 11. Pitch of roof.
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Note: If truss roof system is to be used, submit 1
copy of stamped  pré-engineered truss designs

from manufacturer.

Sample Section

“Type of Roof { Roof Pitch ?

;CQ"_?!':.I‘IS ? .. Rool Joist Sixe
! And Spacing ?

Beam Size 7

] - k. -
* {7 Hender xizeT

_Type of Sheathing
Tl And Siding 7
i

o ",JnisﬁsheAndSpacing?
o O O O O

i [+ Ceiling Helght 7

. -Fleoring Material ?

Above Grade ?

Ny

S
Beam Size 7

™ -Post Size T

Floor And Roof Height

H _-Post Anchor ?
2t =
H‘}“ooﬁng Size T .fr-Foaﬁng iy h?

L.lr

Submit 2 copies of elevations which will show
appearance of finished structure.

All elevations should include the foliowing:

v 1. Guardrail type and height (if any).

v 2. Tgpe of opgmngs { screened openings,
Wwindows, shdlné; 00715 €fc.)

v 3. Method of attachment to existing structure,

v 4. Other information not shown on the section,
that may be needed fo clearly show the
construction being proposed .
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